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We all know what the _____________ was, correct? __________________, ________________, _________________ and company created some fabulous paintings and sculptures that we continue to marvel over many centuries later and so on and so forth. (Hope you are nodding your head right now and thinking "Yes, yes - please get on with it!") While these were vitally important _____________, and their collective work is what usually comes to mind when one hears the word "Renaissance", as so often happens in life things aren't quite that simple.

The Renaissance (a word which literally means "_________________") is a name we've given to a period in _______________ history during which the arts - so important in __________________ - were revived. The arts had quite a difficult time remaining important during the __________________, given all of the ________________ struggles that were occurring throughout ______________. People living then had enough to do merely figuring out how to stay in the good graces of whomever was _______________ them, while the rulers were _____________ with maintaining or expanding _____________. With the large exception of the _____________________________, no one had much time or thought left over to devote toward the luxury of art.

It will come as no surprise, then, to hear that "the Renaissance" had no clear-cut beginning ____________, started first in those areas which had the highest relative levels of ___________________ stability and spread, not like wildfire, but in a _______________ of different phases which occurred between the years c. 1150 and c. 1600.

What were the different phases of the Renaissance?
In the interest of time, let's break this topic down into four broad categories.

The Pre- (or "Proto"-) Renaissance began in a northern enclave of present-day ________________ sometime around 1150 or so. It didn't, at least initially, represent a wild divergence from any other ____________ art. What made the Proto-Renaissance important was that the area in which it began was stable enough to allow __________________ in art to develop.

Fifteenth-century Italian Art, often (and not incorrectly) referred to as the “__________________________", generally means ____________________ goings-on in the Republic of Florence between the years 1417 and 1494. (This doesn't mean nothing happened prior to 1417, by the way. The Proto-Renaissance explorations had spread to include ____________________________________Italy.) Florence was the spot, for a number of _______________, that the Renaissance period really caught hold and stuck.

Sixteenth-century Italian Art is a category which contains three separate topics. What we now call the "______________________" was a relatively brief period which lasted from roughly 1495 to 1527. (This is the little window of time referred to when one speaks of Leonardo, Michelangelo and Raphael.) The "_______________________" took place between 1527 and 1600 (again, this is a rough time table) and included the artistic school known as _______________. Additionally, The Renaissance thrived in ____________, an area so unique (and supremely disinterested with Mannerism) that an artistic "school" has been named in its honor.

The Renaissance in Northern Europe struggled to come into being, mostly due to the stranglehold _______________________for centuries and the fact that this geographical region was slower to gain ________________________ than was northern Italy. Nonetheless, the Renaissance did occur here, beginning around the middle of the fourteenth century and lasting until the Baroque movement (c. 1600).
